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PREFACE. 


The desirability of a new and complete syllabus of 
stud) of Mrs. Annie Hesants' " Ancient Wisdom" has 
been felt for a long lime. In 1897 soon after that work 
was published, an effort to print a series of questions 
for students was made, and the pamphlet entitled “Out¬ 
lines of Study" was brought out by the Theosophical 
Hook Concern, and was received ever)where with great 
favor. It was, however, incomplete in many ways,and 
in order to carefully and completely cover the subject 
the present syllabus is now published. 

Thkosoi-hicai. Book Cosckkk. 

February, 1899. 



QUESTIONS ON "THE ANCIENT WISDOM.” 

CHAPTER 1. 
rimiCAL ruxi. 

From what »ource docs a Universe proceed? 

What makes evolution (tosxible and what is the 
method of it? 

How does the I-ogos become the manifested (iod? 
Describe fully the relation of the l.ogo> to the 
Universe. 

Describe the self-unfolding of the Logos into a 
three-fold form. 

What can be said of the root of matter? 

Describe the formation of the primary atom. 

How arc the atoms of each plane successively 
formed ? 

What is the relation between matter and form, 
spirit and life? 

What two facts make evolution possible? 

What three-fold mode of evolution deals with hu¬ 
manity? 

What three subdivisions of matter are a funda¬ 
mental classification? 

What fourth condition of matter has been found 
to exist and how many divisions has it? 

At what point will be found the ultimate physical 
atom? 

To what is the variety in "elements” due? 
Describe the illustrating plate. 

What is a plane? 

What is the special characteristic of the second 
great life wave from the Logos? 

Where do all forms exist as ideas? 

Describe the descent of spirit into matter until the 
mineral kingdom was reached. 

What direction did the evolution take from this 
jioint and what was its culmination? 

What are the two main divisions of the physical 
body? 
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50 And from what divisions of the physical plane arc 
the materials of each drawn.' 

What is the general function of the physical body? 
What is the particular function of the et heric double t 
What is the health aura and what is said of it? 

$l What makes man's physical body either coarse or 
fine, and why? 

How can the physical body be refined? 

52 When was this building process transferred from 
the Monad of form to the man himself and how 
does he work? 

$3 How does the value of a body as a vehicle for its 
ego increase by making it more refined? 
Describe fully how information about the external 
world reaches the conscious entity—the man. 

54 What is the lowest form of clairvoyance? 

Which one of man's vehicles dors man's conscious¬ 
ness first control? 

How is man's consciousness limited on the physi¬ 
cal plane? 

$5 Under what conditions are the dense and the phys¬ 
ical bodies separated during life? 

Explain ordinary dream consciousness. 

56 Give an account of the etheric double after death 

and before birth. 

CHAPTER II. 

THR ASTRAL PLARR. 

57 What is the astral plane and where is it? 

58 What shuts away the physical consciousness from 

the astral consciousness? 

How many subdivisions are there in the spirit- 
matter of the astral plane, and how are they 
designated ? 

What special peculiarity is there in seeing astral 
objects ? 

59 What is another striking characteristic of the as¬ 

tral world? 

In the evolution of form, on w hat plane is the third 



Qcnno'ca o* “nil ascikst VKMUL* & 

r»n 

elemental kingdom? 

■—. Describe the elemental essence. 

60 How is it affected by thoughts, feelings and de¬ 

sires? 

Describe fully the effect of vague, loose thoughts. 
What is the effect of clear, precise thoughts? 

Cl How can these artificial elemental-, be made useful 
to others? 

Describe the elemental! created on the desire 
plane. 

6 1 When artificial clcroentals are directed by the will, 

what is their special characteristic? 

Give illustration of protective elemental! and also 
of malignant!. 

Why is an understanding of the astral world and 
its laws important for humanity? 

63 What do artificial elemental! in the mass produce? 
Give illustration of national currents and their ef- 

fects on individuals. 

64 Kxplain the cause of the feeling experienced by 

sensitives of the dread of the unknown. 

65 How otherwise is the astral world populated? 
Give five main classes of nature spirits. 

66 Kxplain their relation to the elements. 

Give idea of the regents of each plane or the spir¬ 
itual entity in charge of lesser (lower ?) grade 
elemental* 

What will a knowledge of these elemental* and 
control over them enable a person to do? 

67 How do human beings have relations with ele¬ 

mental*? 

What order of elemental! on the astral plane are 
concerned with the building of forms in the ani¬ 
mal and human kingdoms ' 

‘.3 Give an idea of the elemental* concerned with the 
building of minerals and plants, 

Describe the building of the astral body of min¬ 
erals, vegetables and animals respectively. 

What is the leading difference in development of 
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the astral body in the animal and mineral king¬ 
doms? 

69 What are the nature spirits concerned in the 

building of human and animal astral bodies 
called, and why? 

How arc the astral bodies of animals built? 

How are impulses transmitted to the astral from 
the physical in animal bodies? 

Why docs the animal feel more acutely’ than the 
stone ? 

How long do animal astrals remain as entities in 
the astral world? 

70 What causes the feeling of hostility of animal as¬ 

trals towards human beings? 

Aside from the normal population, what passing 
travelers are seen on the astral plane ? 

71 What is said of each? 

7) What three stages of astral body development arc 
taken up for consideration? 

(a) Describe the appearance and action of an un¬ 
developed astral body. 

74 What is a constant characteristic of the undevel¬ 

oped state? 

What is said about the centers of higher activities 
in the astral body? 

What docs a man at this stage of development re¬ 
quire for his evolution? 

How are the germs of morality started? 

75 What is the effect on the astral body of the play 

of passions, desires and emotions? 

Describe how this kind of an astral body is affected 
in sleep. 

76 (b) Describe in detail how the astral body of an 

average man differs from that of an undeveloped 
man. 

What is the condition of the wheels of chakras? 

77 What special effect docs the man's increased men¬ 

tal and moral development produce at this stage? 
What is the condition of this astral body in sleep? 
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7 s (c) Describe the astr.il body of the spiritually de¬ 
veloped man. 

Describe the conditions of the ••wheels" (chak- 
rams) in this kind of a body. 

79 What is the bridge from consciousness to the phys¬ 
ical brain? 

Describe the process (by which sensations are 
transformed into ideas). 

HO What results at a certain stage of development? 
81 (iivc the philosophic summary of page 81. 

CHAPTER HI. 

KAMA I.OKA. 

83 Wh.it is Kama Loka and what are its inhabitants? 
What is the- nature of this region and why is it 

needed ? 

84 On how many planes of the astral does the Kama- 

I.okic exist? 

\\ hat separates the inhabitant* of one region from 
those of the next? 

85 Describe the withdrawal of the entity from the 

tabernacle of flesh. 

How is the consciousness occupied at the death 
hour? 

Describe the process of the passage of this life 
picture. 

86 What external conditions should surround the 

dying? 

What occurs some hours after death? 

87 What becomes of prana and what happens to the 

astral liody? 

88 Why is the purification of the astral body during 

earth life important? 

What determines whether the man will be awake 
and conscious in any given region? 

Describe the passage of a spiritually advanced 
man. 

Describe that of a less advanced man. 
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89 Describe that of others still lower. 

What is the effect of sudden death from any cause? 

90 What is said of a suicide? 

What perils and temptations surround any person 
struck suddenly out of life? 

91 Describe the different shells which surround a man 

in Kama-Loka, and state upon what the amount 
of vitality in each depends. 
gj Describe the lowest plane in Kama Ia>ka. 

What is said of its atmosphere? 

93 How is the repulsiveness of this region increased? * 
From whence is the population of this region 

drawn? 

94 Show how every man here is the immediate cre¬ 

ator of his own misery. 

93 What is said about mediums? 

What is said of the viviscctor? 

96 According to what law arc the conditions in this 

region created? 

What consoling thought is suggested? 

97 Give description of the second division of the as¬ 

tral world. 

Why do the great majority of people linger here? 

98 How docs the use of mediums prolong thr stay in 

this region? 

99 How docs the violent and selfish grief of those left 

behind affect them? 

Describe the third and fourth divisions of the 
Kama-Lokic world, 
too What is said of the fifth region? 
toi What is said of language? 

What of the “ spirit guides ” of mediums? 

Describe the sixth Kama-lxikic level. 

103 Describe the seventh subdivision. 

From what class are its inhabitants drawn? 

104 What comes to all sooner or later, w ith the excep¬ 

tion of a small minority? 

Describe the passage from Kama-la>ka to Dcva- 
chan. 
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104 What become* of the astral “corpse?" 

105 How is (he vitalized shell to be distinguished from 

the real astral man? 

106 How may souls be aided in their passage through 

Kama-Loka by friends on cartn? 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE MENTAL PLANE. 

to; What is the mental plane? 

What is said of the word "man? " 

What is said of the word “mind " in English? 
What is this individual? 

108 How docs the man reveal his presence on the phys¬ 

ical plane? 

What makes the difference in the brain power of 
different persons? 

109 How docs life on the mental plane differ from that 

on the astral? 

How nunv subdivisions has the menu! plane? 

110 How do these subdivisions differ from each other? 
How are these subdivisions grouped? 

How it the distinction between the two best ex¬ 
pressed ? 

111 Illustrate the difference between abstract and con¬ 

crete thought. 

With what plane in Kosmos does the mental plane 
correspond? 

112 What is said of the materials of the mental plane 

under the impulse of thought? 

To what, beside thought forms do the vibrations 
on the mental plane give rise? 

113 What further is said of thought forms? 

Of what are these thought forms made and how 
ensouled ? 

How do they compare with those on the astral 
plane? 

114 How is the elemental essence of the mental plane 

formed in the lower four sub-divisions? 
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114 Wh.il is «aid of the elemental essence in the higher 

three planes? 

Who are the great Intelligences found on the men¬ 
tal plane? 

115 Who are seen on the lower mental plane? 

When is the “ true man " at work and what can he 

do? 

116 Who else is sometimes seen here? 

Hour are communications made between intelli¬ 
gences functioning consciously on this plane? 
What arc the real barriers between souls? 

What is said of illusions on the mental plane? 

117 Describe the three higher subdivisions. 

What does rising on the scale of evolution really 
mean? 

118 What is the condition of the Thinker at this stage? 
How is an imperative command of the higher ego 

felt in the lower consciousness? 

119 Who are the inhabitants of the third region of the 

upper group? 

By what methods do the Masters work? 

120 Describe the process of the Thinker coming into 

incarnation through the various planes. 

What is the other and more significant name of 
the mental body ? 

Describe how the Thinker is limited by this body. 

121 Describe how the lower mental and astral bodies 

become interwoven. 

What determines the kind of mental body a man 
will have in any particular incarnation? 

122 Describe type of mental bodies at various stages of 

development, (a) The mental body of an unde¬ 
veloped man. 

x What is said of astral storms and why necessary? 

123 Where do memory and imagination begin? 

What is said of the mental and astral bodies at this 
stage? 

Why is a low type of man worse than an animal? 

124 Show how cs il is its own corrective. 
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• *4 What it the purpose of earth life? 

(b) Describe the mental body of an average man. 
145 (low is a harmonious development gained? 

Why does a change in mental activities produce 
difficulties? 

Il6 What is the critical time in such an undertaking? 
1^7 (c) Describe a spiritually developed man. 
tiS On what do the general characteristics of this body 
depend? 

What is the object of true education? 

What is said of the formless subdivisions of the 
mental plane in relation to the Ego? 

1Give fully and accurately the description of the 
Hgo on this plane. 

130 What is human evolution and how accomplished? 
What is the causal body and how does it grow ? 

131 What order of vibrations reach the causal body? 
How does persistent evil affect the Causal body? 
What kind of evil alone directly affects the causal 

body? 

t3^ What olanc is the habitat of the Thinker? 

Describe the development of the consciousness of 
the individualized self. 

133 Illustrate the illusory character of the sheaths of 

the inner man. 

Illustrate the relations between the higher and 
lower mind with the resulting consciousness. 

134 Show how the development of the Thinker de¬ 

pends upon the sheaths in which the conscious¬ 
ness dwells. 

135 How can man aid in his evolution? 

CHAPTER V. 

IISVACHA* 


137 I Mine Dcvachan. 

Describe its two stages of life. 

138 What decides the length of time spent in Deva- 

chan? 
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138 Compare the Devachanic periods of man of the 

past and present. 

139 What kind of thoughts find fruition in the form re¬ 

gions of Devachan? 

What kind of thoughts find fruition in the formless 
regions of Devachan? 

1 so Compare degrees of illusion and reality between 
the mental life and the life of the senses. 

141 Why does earth-life seem more real to us than 

Devachan and Devachan more real than earth- ’ 
life to those in Devachan? 

Illustrate the creative nature of thoughts and their 
limitations in earth and heaven 

142 Compare the Devachan of a feeble, narrow soul 

and that of the advanced ami developed Ego. 

143 What can be said of the soul's companions in 

heaven and soul communiononthcinentalpLine? 

1 14 What is the sole barrier to communication in Deva¬ 
chan? 

14$ Describe the value of the Devachanic life in men¬ 
tal and moral evolution. 

146 What takes place in the causal body as the mental 

body disintegrates? 

147 Describe the condition as to consciousness of the 

Thinker in this formless region of Devachan ac¬ 
cording to his stage of evolution. 

I4X At what moment does clear vision reveal to every 
Ego its life history? 

Describe the awakening of the soul as it passes out 
j of Kama-Ia>ka into Devachan. 

*149 What mental and moral material molds the life in 
the first or lowest subdivision of Devachan? 

150 Describe the aspirations which build the life in the 
second subdivision. 

131 What classes of souls arc found in the third? 

I $3 Describe the varied characters of those in the 
fourth. 

What is the result in Devachan of a student's 
earthly devotion to the books and teachings of 
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some great gennis or matter? 

153 When docs the Thinkcrshakcoff the mental body? 
134 What of the experience of the vast majority of 
mankind to-day in the fifth sub-plane? 

What of others who have spent their lives in deep 
thinking and noble living? 

155 What souls reach the sixth sub-plane? 

What can be said of their memory ben-? 

I ;6 What docs the soul learn while here and who are 
his companions? 

157 Who alone dwell in the seventh heaven? 

How doe* the’‘embodied*' here regard the con¬ 
sciousness in its lower vehicles? 

What can be said of the “ 1 " making principle of 
separateness in this seventh heaven? 
l$8 What is death? 

What are “ the three worlds “ and their relation to 
to the early stages of human evolution? 

159 Describe the •* clothing upon ” of a soul in the ma¬ 

terials of the three worlds and their later disin- 
v tegration. 

160 Where is the thinker's native habitat? 

What processes go on in this period of life? 

Define personality and describe the conflict be¬ 
tween the personal “ 1 ** and the Thinker. 

161 When does the life of a personality begin and end? 
What is individuality? 

How is the life of the Thinker continuous in succes¬ 
sive parts? 

16J What binds the Thinker in the human stages of 
evolution to the wheel of birth and death? 

CHA 1 TKR VI. 

THE BUDDIIIC AMI XIKVASft IMAM'S. 

163 Define the divine spirit in man. and state how it is 

related to the three-fold largos 
What makes evolution possible? 

164 Define the Monad 
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164 How is it brought into manifestation? 

Define the human Monad and explain the develop¬ 
ment of its three aspects. 

Define "Satchitananda." 

165 What part of man's consciousness is developed 

on the lower three planes? 

Of which aspect of the Logos is Manas the image? 
During the development of Manas what relation do 
the other divine energies hold to man? 

How can they be roused from latency? 

Define the word “Buddhi" and give characteristics 
of this (the Huddhic) plane. 

• 60 (See note—Plotinus) 

What is the nearest analogy on earth to the quality 
and conditions of this plane, and what to its 
antithesis? 

167 Give various names of the “bliss-aspect" of the Self 

and describe its growth of building. 

168 Give technical explanation of separateness. 

What is the root-evil of humanity? 

Give description of fifth plane, and, who arc con¬ 
scious there. 

What problem must be solved by those who dwell 
on this plane? 

Give explanations of how the human Monad comes 
forth from the Logos and explain its further 
evolution. 

169 Give idea of how the essence of individuality i« 

preserved with non-separateness 
Compare nirvanic consciousness-with annihilation. 

170 Who ate the Beings who dwell in Nirvana, and 

what is their office now? 

From whence comes the certainty of the Brother¬ 
hood of all things? 

171 What is the root of separateness, and what the in¬ 

fluence of intellect on the passion nature? 

Give illustration of a Being standing in the Sun,etc. 

172 Why arc the great Founders of religions marked 

by Their compass;on and helpful tenderness? 
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IJ2 Generally speaking, arc the wise souls the older 
souls? And how does this knowledge conduce 
to charity? 

17 j Commit to memory the definition of Brotherhood. 
How is this belief stimulative of the higher nature 
of man? 

174 Why do the forces of the Huddhic plane of unity 

break up all planes antagonistic to it below ? 

175 What makes it possible for the Monad to merge 

itself in the Logos? 

From what planes of our universe arc these forces 
drawn? 

Commit to memory the idea embodied on page 
17$, last half, also page 176. 

177 Describe the “aura" and explain the overlapping 

of the subtle bodies. 

178 In what language are all things written in the aura? 

CHAPTER VII. 

MKINCARXaTIOX. 

TJ) Of what does all evolution consist and how is it 
made possible? 

181 Explain the Monad of form. 

How is this monadic essence to be aroused and 
evolution accomplished? 

Why do all possibilities of vibrations exist in the 
Monad? 

18J How is evolution of life and form carried on? 

I S3 How arc latent energies of life awakened? 

What arc the powers and limits of the law of her¬ 
edity? 

184 What is the continuing substratum of all evolution 

and the receptacle of all results? 

How is the first elemental kingdom gradually 
evolved and on what plane? 

How many fundamental types has the Monad? 

185 How arc living things affected by the characteris¬ 

tics of each type? 

Describe the process of continual subdivision that 
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takes place as evolution proceeds. 

185 Describe the development of the Monads of the 

second elemental kingdom. 

Mow is the tendency toward separation set up with¬ 
in the Monad? 

186 Explain the Monad as the group-soul of countless 

forms with their attributes. 

Describe the evolution of the third elemental es¬ 
sence. 

Compare the number of group-souls with the num-. 

ber of forms animated oy each. 

Explain how new Monads of form are supplied by 
the Logos. 

Show how evolution of monadic group-souls, pro¬ 
ceeds. 

187 Of what are the sphere-walls of the ultimate atoms 

of each plane composed ? 

Explain the links of the Monad through the three 
planes to physical ether. 

Describe the formation of the ethcric double and 
later, the building in of the denser physical ma¬ 
terials into minerals. 

Why arc there different minerals? 

188 Why is the physical expression of manifestation 

the turning point between involution and evolu¬ 
tion? 

When does the Monad leave the Mineral kingdom? 
What causes the geometric building in plant life? 
Why do the monadic group-souls in the vegetable 
kingdom undergo so many subdivisions? 

189 What effect does man have on the evolution of the 

lower kingdom? 

When and how docs the first gleam of personality 
begin to manifest itself? 

Mow do memory and anticipation arise? 

■190 How is the recognition of difference aroused in 
plant forms? 

What relation has this to thought? 

How docs the vegetable group-soul prepare for the 
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next step? 

190 In what kingdom is evolved a distinct personality? 

191 llow does the animal monadic group-soul gather 

experience? 

Describe the process of evolution of the hereditary 
instinct. 

19] How dqcs the influence of man help the evolution 
of the animal group-soul? 

How do the forms of the monadic group-soul come 
down to unity? 

How docs reincarnation at this point differ from 
human reincarnation? 

When is the animal ready to receive the third out¬ 
pouring of the Logos? 

193 How is evolution hastened at this time? 

Describe the birth of an individual soul. 

194 Who are the Sons of Mind and what is their work 

as helpers in evolution? 

What class of souls formed the leading types of 
of the ancient world? 

What class received but the spark? 

19; What causes the great difference in mental and 
moral capacities in humanity? 

196 Kxplain how the over-brooding ray became one 

with the evolved monadic essence. 

In the beginning, what composed the mental body 
of the Thinker? 

How docs the "desire-nature" aid in evolution of 
the Thinker? 

197 How do thought and reason begin to initiate men¬ 

tal action from within? 

198 Give definition of right or wrong. 

Illustrate the learning of law through sense pleas- 
_urcs. 

ti/j At this stage of evolution, in what region does 
man spend nuwt of his time between incarna¬ 
tions? 

How docs the causal body act in producing char¬ 
acter as did the monadic group-soul in the ani- 
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tn.il kingdom in producing instinct? 

2CQ Explain how evolution is possible only through 
continuity of both life and form. 

201 On what depends the order of development of the 

different powers of the soul? 

202 Kxplain the cause of the differences in men apart 

from the age of the soul. 

LX-scribc the storing of the seeds between live* for 

_future menu! and astral bodies. 

20 1 Inscribe the "clothing upon'* of the caudal body , 
preparing for a new birth. 

How do the experiences of the past exist in this 
new body, and what can be said of memory from 
life to life? 

204 How docs karmic law make use of the law of her¬ 

edity ? 

What of incongruous characteristics? 

Who are the “Lords of Karma" and what their 
duties? 

205 Describe the building of the cthcric double and 

also of the physical body. 

What of heredity and the influence of parents in 
the building of the physical? 

Trace the influence of the new astral upon the ner¬ 
vous organization. 

Describe the gradual and final connection between 
the Thinker and his body up to seven years of 
age. 

206 How do the laws of astral and mental conscious¬ 

ness aid parents in caring for their children? 

CHAPTER VIII 

RKINCARXATIOX. (COKTIXDBD.> 

JOB Describe the beginning of mental evolution and 
memory through sensations. 

209 IX-scribe the moral capacity of this infant Thinker. 

210 Give logical reason why there must be evolution 

of souls looked at from the moral standpoint. 
What two paths are there for nun's emergence 
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from his embryonic mental condition, and which 
has been followed? 

210 Describe the three classes of Egos whose evolution 

we arc studying and the influence of the higher 
on the lower. 

211 What was the stimuli of the earliest mental efforts 

and how did it act? 

Explain how conflict arose between memory and 
desire and the meaning of the result. 

212 Explain how Desire, Reason and Will mark and 

control the stages of evolution of the Thinker to 
the birth of Wisdom. 

213 Describe the conflict in the second stage between 

desire and will sometimes creating self deception. 
What is the problem to be solved by humanity at 
this stager 

214 llow docs the will at last learn to choose in har- 

mony with law? 

Explain the difference between the human and the 
lower kingdoms as to the rule of law. 

215 Define "conscience," and trace its development 

and relation to will, reason and experience. 

216 What influence both in past and present may lead 

reason astray? 

When and how docs morality begin in the infant 
Thinker? 

Why are the "sinners" nearer the kingdom of heav¬ 
en than the Pharisees? 

217 Explain the third great stage of consciousness. 
How docs the perception of the pairs of oppo¬ 
sites aid evolution? 

Explain the development of the synthetic faculty. 
How does the lower mind reach abstract ideas? 

218 With the power of abstract reasoning what change 

lakes place in the life and desires of the Thinker? 
Explain the fourth stage of consciousness and its 
relation to the Ia>gos. 

What line of limitation is past at this stage of evolu¬ 
tion? 
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219 Give general idea of the vehicles of consciousness 

as a bridge between the Thinker and the physi¬ 
cal plane, and its use. 

How is the physical vehicle -its brain and nervous 
system - elaborated? 

Of what docs this quickening process consist and 
on what docs its rapidity depend? 

220 What awakening must the lower mind receive be¬ 

fore its evolution can proceed with great rapid¬ 
ity? 

At what period is the body worked upon directly? • 
Describe the process. 

221 Mention the signs that the personality is becoming 

obedient to its spiritual master. 

How does the ethcric double become refined with 
the refining of the dense body? 

222 What is the especial function of the ctheric double? 
What and how is the second vehicle of conscious¬ 
ness vivified and how thoroughly organized to 
operate in the astral world? 

223 How is the Thinker protected on the astral plane 

until this stage is reached? 

What is the third vehicle of consciousness, and 
how is it to be vivified for independent use? 
Explain how the physical, astral and mental bodies 
arc subject to evolution through laws of vibra¬ 
tion. 

225 What field of consciousness docs the quickening of 

the causal body cover? 

How is past and future viewed by the Thinker at 
this stage? 

Into what state does the Thinker enter when the 
Rtiddhic body is quickened? 

What is the predominant clement of consciousness 
in the causal body? In the Rtiddhic body? Of 
the God-man with the Atmic consciousness? 

226 Describe how Karma decides the bringing down to 

the physical vehicle the consciousness of the 
subtler bodies. 
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22j How should man prepare the physical to receive 
the consciousness of the activities in higher bod¬ 
ies? 

2>8 Quote the mode of separating "Soul" from Body." 

229 What is the strongest proof that reincarnation is a 

fact in nature? 

230 What is the only other alternative of special crea¬ 

tion predestination and chaos? 

231 What supports the theory that this earth is the 

place of many incarnations for a certain period of 
- time? 

Kxplain the interaction of worlds. 

232 What great fact implies an evolutionary past be¬ 

hind each soul? 

What discrepancies of heredity and of character, 
mental and moral, does the law- of reincarnation 
explain? 

233 What law alone explains infant prodigies,and how? 

235 How does reincarnation explain family likeness, 

also, mental and moral unlixeness in same family? 

236 Why does one learn more quickly than another, in 

certain lines of study? 

How is ordinary intuition explained? 

237 How explain apparent absence of memory of past 

lives when nothing is ever really forgotten? 
Why does physical consciousness forget events of 
present life? 

How can the memor> of past lives be brought into 
physical consciousness.' 

238 How docs memory of past lives give security and 

dignity to life and take the sting from death? 

239 Kxplain how results of mental images in the |>a*t 

are the innate qualities in the character of the 
• present. 

240 How does the theory of reincarnation appeal to 

man’s reason and to the innate sense of justice in 
the human soul? 
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KARMA. 
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*4? Define Karma (pronounced Kurraa.) 

How is one life the child of preceding lives and the 
parent of those followingr 

243 Compare the savage's ignorance of physical laws 
with our ignorance of mental and moral laws. 

What is the first effect on the mind of this idea of 
inviolable law? 


How does he learn bis own inner freedom by the 
study of limiting conditions? 

244 What makes science possible? 

245 How can he become the master and not the slave 

of Nature's forces on the physical plane? 

246 How does the knowledge of law in menial and 

moral realms also affect man's destiny? 

Explain how Karma operates in the magnetic field 
of the individual as both a sender and receiver 
of vibrations. 

247 Describe the three classes of energy sent forth by 

man in the three worlds of his present evolution. 
Into what two classes must effects of these ener¬ 
gies be divided? 

248 How do you classify energies as to characteristics, 

motives and the law of action and reaction? 
What are the three kinds of Karma? 

How does man connect himself with the Karma of 
others? 


249 How can man strengthen or weaken hi* character 

under the limitations of all kinds of Karma? 

250 What is the first class and most potent factor in 

the creation of Karma? How does it operate? 
Explain how mental faculties are made in each life 
for the next. 

How does death facilitate this process of building? 
2JI Show that character is a case of individual Karma. 
Show how thoughts affect others and set up Karmic 
tics for future lives. 
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252 What sort of energies belong to the second class. 

and how do they operate in Kama-loka and in 
the next life? 

253 How do images caused by desires affect others and 

affect our own rebirth with them in later lives? 
354 How docs this explain seeming injustice? 

Name the three effects produced by the working 
out of our desires. 

Compare the effect of the third great class of Kar- 
mic energies on others and on the Inner Man. 
255 What is the chief factor in our non-human environ¬ 
ment? 

Why does the motive have here no effect ? 

236 Illustrate how the Karmic law operates according 
to will or desire. 

257 Explain how each seed must produce its own fruit* 

age to give equal justice to both good and bad 
motive. 

258 Why arc mistaken actions from a good motive bet¬ 

ter than a bad motive with good results? 

If bewildered as to actions why is it safest to al¬ 
ways eliminate selfishness? 

Explain why the law that a force belongs to the 
plane on which it is generated is important. 

259 Describe the three kinds of Karma. 

Explain the relation of the physical body with the 
exhaustion of Karma. 

How is Karma for each life selected? 

260 Explain the relation of ripe Karma with the brain 

and nervous system, also its relation to a horo¬ 
scope. 

Illustrate another kind of ripe Karma by chemistry 
of saturated solution. 

261 Up to what point docs absolute free will remain? 

262 How docs this harmonize free will and necessity? 
How may a bad mental habit be reversed? 

263 How docs another form of ripe Karma explain 

sudden conversions? 

Of what does the Karma showing itself as char- 
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actcr consist? 

264 How docs failure in the attempt to overcome a Lid 
habit make a step in success? 

Explain collective Karma. 

263 How does suffering caused by family relationship 
exhaust individual Karma? 

How do accidents and miraculous escapes work 
through the law of Karma? 

266 Define Lords of Karma-Li piki and Karmic Records. 
What is the work of the Maharajas? 

How do inferior agents build a copy of the etheric 
double and the physical vehicle? 

How is the Ego guided to parentage? Illustrate. 

268 What is the binding element in Karma? 

Describe action prompted by desire for fruits of 

action. 

What unbinds the soul from the wheel of birth and 
death in the three worlds? 

269 Why is this desire for the fruit of action at a cer¬ 

tain stage necessary for the soul's growth? 

270 How docs the Soul gradually cease generating new 

Karma? 

What can be said of duty at this stage? 

How can old Karma be dissolved? 

271 How does knowledge of past Karmic ties explain 

apparently strange lines of action adopted by 
occultists? 

272 How can one who does not remember his past 

lives begin to exhaust old Karma? 

Explain the science of returning good for evil in 
thoughts and hence the moral precepts given 
out to the ignorant by all great religious Teach¬ 
ers. 

273 How does the belief in reincarnation and Karma in 

countries where they are taken for granted affect 
the lives and character of its people? 

How much of this philosophy can the poor and 
ignorant grasp? 

274 What effect will these truths have on western minds 
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and life as they spread through all classes of 
people ? 

CHAPTER X. 


tii* law or SACRINCB. 

275 Show how the law of Sacrifice is at the root of the 

evolulion of the universe and man? 

What is the very essence of sacrifice? 

276 What then is the cause of pain? 

In what does the sacrifice of the Ixsgos consist, 
and what is the purpose? 

How does diversity arise? 

277 Describe the sacrifice of Divine latency in each 

form. 

Explain the divine purpose of creation with rela¬ 
tion to the individual and its thread of memory. 

278 What is the sign of the Spirit? 

What is the essential activity of matter and the 
consequent persistence of form? 

279 In the lower world of form, what is the aspect of 

sacrifice to the self within? 

How will man learn to sacrifice with joy? 

What will cause the ceasing of pain? 

280 Show how evolution is accomplished by the law of 

sacrifice. 

How is destruction of forms looked upon from this 
inner point of view? 

How does the Monad in the mineral kingdom 
evolve? 

281 What effect has man produced on the amount of 

pain in the animal world? 

Trace the beginning and use of pain accompanying 
the destruction of form. 

282 How is the lower nature of man evolved? 

What change comes about in the way in which 
this law of sacrifice develops man? 

What was the great question when man stepped 
upon the scene of evolution? 

283 Explain how Divine Teachers taught man of the 
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law of voluntary sacrifice. 

283 What of the debt of gratitude to these elder broth 

c ,s • 

Kxplain the chemistry of sacrifices to these guid¬ 
ing intelligences. 

284 How did man link the idea of the duty of sacrifice 

with present reward? 

Why were they led to look for other world rewards 
instead of immediate ones? 

285 Why is this educative process resorted to by the 

Wise Ones in all exoteric religions? 

What are the use* of religious rites and ceremonies 
in soul evolution? 

(jive illustration of this lesson learned in marlyrs. 

286 How was man taught to disjoin himself in idea 

from the form he dwelt in? 

What is the effect of performance of duty because 
it ought to be done? 

287 Kxplain the phrase "what ought to be done be¬ 

cause it is owed" in connection with the plane 
of Budilin. 

What consciousness must man attain to become 
one of the Saviors of the world? 

288 Kxplain how a man's motive governs the use of 

the force thus generated. 

Describe the possibilities of him who sacrifices 
himself to be the channel of the largos. 

280 How can a man daily train himself to walk in this 
path? 

How can suffering be changed into spiritual force? 
390 Kxplain the science of this self sacrifice in connec¬ 
tion with the buddhic aspect of the Monad. 

Why did the Master call this the law of evolution 
for man? 

CHAPTER XI. 

man's ascent. 

291 Compare man's evolution from savage to perfected 
soul to the long stretch from elemental essence 
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to the manifested God. 

2Q 2 Outline the stages of this human evolution. 

What are the two classes of those in the final 
stage? 

How has man learned the transient nature of 
earth's best gifts? 

293 When comes the first cry for liberation from both 
heaven and earth? 

What is its real significance? 

:tn What is the work to be accomplished in this path? 

liivc definition of a •'.Master.” 

29; How are the Masters distributors of the spiritual 
energies that help on evolution? 

What entitles an individual soul to the special help 
of the Masters? 

296 How can the probationary chela increase the Mas¬ 

ter's power of guiding him? 

What arc the four ••qualification*'' the probationary 
chela must begin to acquire? 

Describe the first. The second. 

297 Kxplain the third qualification. 

301 What is the fourth qualification? 

Kxplain the last touch to his readiness to enter full 
aisciplcship. 

What does the pupil now receive from the Master, 
and how? 

302 How are the hours spent during the sleep of the 

body? 

Commit to memory the tables of these qualifica¬ 
tions. 

303 What is meant by renouncing Dcvachan? 

How is the remeurnationof the chela accomplished? 

304 How is it possible for a chela to reincarnate with¬ 

out going through birth? 

305 After the first Initiation of what docs the Path 

consist ? 

Define the key of know ledge. 

What arc the three fetters cast off before second 
Initiation? 
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306. And how done? 

Explain the part played by know ledge in this stage. 
At what time must his third and fourth Initiations 
take place? 

What must be accomplished before his third Initia¬ 
tion? 

307 What fetters arc cast off in the third stage of the 

Path? 

Describe the consciousness to be reached after the 
fourth Initiation? 

308 What is the last fetter to be cast off? 

When was the “I” making faculty born and when 
is it dropped ? 

How is this essence worked into the Monad? 

What is the threshold of Nirvana? 

309 What is the normal consciousness, and where the 

home of the liberated self? 

310 How docs the Nirvanee serve humanity? 

CHAPTER XII. 

BUII.DING A KOSMOS. 

311 Give definition of a Kosmos. 

What place in manifestation docs the physical sun 
occupy? 

Give quotation from an occult commentary on the 
office of *' Surya.” 

312 Why has the sun stood as the symbol of Supreme 

Power in ancient religions? 

Give idea contained in quotation from Mr. Sinnett. 

313 What heralds the birth nour of our kosmos? 

What arc the fruits of the past kosmos, and how 

brought with the Logos? 

Who are "the Seven" and what office do they ful¬ 
fill? 

Give quotation from Upanishad. 

314 Describe the seven fold character of the Kosmo* 

and the descending hierarchies of governing in¬ 
telligences. 
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314 Quote “S. D."' description of the Seven Realms or 

Seven Lava centres. . 

Define the Planetar)' I-oros. 

315 How does the Planetary Logos evolve the planetary 

chain? 

How is the continuity maintained throughout the 
solar system? 

On what plane, and how are globes of a planetary 
chain built? 

316 Why is the plane of the upper pair called the 

archetypal world? 

317 Define the evolution and reincarnations of the 

planetary chain regarded as a whole. 

Of what is the solar system and its evolution com¬ 
posed? 

318 Define a Manvantara. 

Outline the evolution of the seven kingdoms of life 
on each globe during root-race*, rounds and 
manvantaras. 

Why does each globe contain the seven kingdoms 
at all stages of evolution? 

319 What do we know of our planetary evolution dur¬ 

ing the first three manvantaras? 

Describe the passing of the life-wave around the 
chain during the first six rounds. 

How docs the seventh round of a chain differ from 
the preceding? 

320 Commit idea to memory in Mr.Sinnctt’s summary. 

321 Who are the Lunar Pitris? What are their classes 

as to stages of evolution ? 

Who arc the two classes of Solar Pitris? 

322 Describe the stage of evolution of each of these 

three classes of Pitris? 

Who are the builders? And what is their work on 
the globes? 

323 What is the source of archetypal ideas and where 

arc they elaborated? 

Describe the evolution as it takes place on globes 
B. C and D. 

x^l906 
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323 Why does ihe nature of the evolution change at 

the middle point of globe D.? 

324 Compare the consciousness of the Monad on 

globes K, F, andG, with that of A, B and C. 
Describe the work of first, second and third-class 
Fitris during the first round. 

Describe what has been accomplished at the end 
of first round? 

What is the work, element and archetype of thr 
second round? 

325 Describe the human form in third round; the work 

accomplished; the element and archetypal form. 
By what archetypal forms, and element is the 
fourth round distinguished? 

In what rounds respectively do minerals, vegetables, 
animals and human forms become perfect? 
When did the Solar Pitris incarnate in this round? 

326 On Globe D. describe the beginning of humanity. 
Describe the appearance of the first three root- 

races. 

How did the earth chain evolution receive help, 
and when? 

Describe the stages of evolution of the various 
classes of Pitris on this globe during the fourth 
round. 

327 Outline the origin and evolution of the fifth or 

Aryan Race. 

At the close of the seventh round what will take 
place? 

What work in future evolutions do the flower of 
terrene humanity perform? 

328 Explain the rest-period of the planetar) lx>gos at 

at the end of llis evolution. 




